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The Money Clip
President’s Message
By Elizabeth Alba, President

“I’m nuts, baby, I’m mad, the 
craziest friend that you’ve ever 
had!” as quoted by the Mad Hatter. 
We all have those moments when 
the budget just won’t balance or the 
annual report is due in two weeks. 
Just when you think you will pull it 
off, the billing clerk gives her two 
weeks’ notice – it can make anyone a 
little MAD. In the finance world things 
can get hectic and crazy. With 
the support of fellow finance 
professionals and training 
geared toward your profession, 
the WPTA Conference will be a 
sure way to help you paint white 
roses red!
 
Our theme this year is Mad 
Hatter’s Treasury Party and it will 
be a party for your mind as well as 
your body. We are thrilled to welcome 
Darren LaCroix, CSP as our Keynote 
speaker. He is a real-life underdog 

with a story filled with humor and 
hope. After a failed business in 1992, 
Darren LaCroix took the stage in a 
Boston comedy club and bombed 
miserably. It was horrible. The 
headliner that 
night told 
him to “keep 
his day 

job.” Friends told him that his dream 
of making people laugh for a living 
was crazy and stupid. He didn’t 

listen. Come to our conference to 
hear the rest of his MAD story.

The education committee is working 
on a full line up of sessions to get 

your mind ready to “dip in rabbit 
holes for fun.” Come enjoy golf, 
a walk-run, auction and the 
beautiful Campbell’s Resort next 
to Lake Chelan. This year we will 
have a Mad Hatter’s Silly Hat 
Contest. During the banquet 
on Thursday night – wear 

your Mad Hat – a special gift 
basket will be given to the Hat 
with the biggest applause. 

Make some new friends and 
enjoy the company of those crazy 

finance friends you’ve met before 
at our conference in beautiful 

Chelan, April 11-14. All the best 
people are crazy!

The Red Queens say “Off with their Heads!”

You’ve lost your muchness.

Who in the world am I? Ah, 
that’s the great puzzle.
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Scholarship Auction

Be on the LOOKOUT for your 2017 membership 
renewal reminder email in January.

By Cheryl Grant, Board Member

Investment Policy Certification Program
By Kari Sample, Board Member

I know it’s budget time but PLEASE 
don’t jump down the rabbit hole 
just yet. The Mad Hatter wants you 
to be involved in helping make the 
raffle, live auction and silent auction 
the best yet. To do that we need two 
things: Please consider bringing a 
donation for the live or silent auction. 
If you’ve attended in the past you 
know what our items look like. If you 
haven’t, here are some ideas; bring a 
conference themed or hobby themed 
basket; how about a few trinkets or 
bottles of wine/beer; show off your 
hometown with gift certificates or 
items from your local businesses; 
show your team spirit with a themed 
basket from the college or pro team 
of your choice. No item is too small 
or too large, just let your imagination 
run wild.

We push our auctions (and the raffle) 
every year for two reasons. One, 
because it’s fun! We’re a competitive 
bunch and that really comes out 

at our auctions. (Side note: This is 
the second thing, bring money to 
buy stuff!) The WPTA has awarded 
thousands of dollars to our members 
to attend training with the money 
raised at our auctions and raffle. We 
can guarantee that there are people 
present each year that wouldn’t 
be there if not for the scholarships 
that our members help fund. And 
we’ve made a few changes to the 
scholarships, which should help even 
more members attend. Please go to 
our website and read all about how 
the scholarship program works.

For questions or ideas about the 
scholarship program or how you can 
help with the auctions, please contact 
Cheryl Grant at cgrant@cityofchelan.
us. We can give you more ideas, 
answer questions about the 
scholarship program, and even offer 
to haul your loot to the conference if 
you can’t get it there!

One tremendous benefit of WPTA is 
the Investment Policy Certification 
Program, which has been assisting 
local governments with their 
investment policies since 1988. The 
importance of this program begins 
with realizing that an investment 
policy protects your investment 
officers your entity, and gives the 
broker/dealers who cover you clear 
direction of your investment goals. 
When you submit your policy for 
certification, you will receive the 
expertise of WPTA’s policy review 
committee and will know that your 
policy includes the vital elements that 
should be addressed in a good and 
thorough policy. In addition, your 
governing board and the public will 
view this WPTA certification as your 
commitment to a quality investment 
program and ultimately, the safety of 

your entity’s funds. With the recent 
changes in statutes related to public 
fund investing, now is a perfect time 
to revise your policy and have it 
reviewed by our committee.

Please note, that the committee 
strongly recommends that the policy 
be certified prior to submitting to 
your governing board for approval. 
Once your policy is certified, you 
will be recognized at WPTA’s annual 
conference in Chelan and presented 
with the certification.

I look forward to working with you on 
creating, improving, and certifying 
your investment policy! Please call 
me at (360) 902-9015, or e-mail 
me at Kari.Sample@tre.wa.gov, 
with any questions or to request an 
information packet.
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Update from the Education Committee
By Philip Steffen, Board Member

First of all, thank you to all who 
expressed interest in helping out 
with the education committee! We 
received an overwhelming response 
to our request for help and now 
have a large and diverse committee. 
With a variety of experience and 
knowledge, I am confident this team 
will put together education offerings 
that will be impressive and valuable.

Conference planning is going well 
and our schedule is filling in. We 
will be utilizing the same schedule 
that was new last year, which 
proved to be a success, providing 
more sessions and value. We have 
confirmed several important topics 
not to be missed, including debt 

policy, bank loans, post issuance 
compliance, and securities law 
updates. We will also have our 
famous round tables such as our 
Office of the State Treasurer lead 
investment panel and State Auditors 
Office lead small cities round table 
sessions where you can get the 
latest and network with peers. These 
small group sessions provide an 
easy atmosphere to ask specific 
questions, provoking rich and useful 
discussions among like entities and 
those organizations leading the way 
thru regulation and compliance.

Included again as part of our 
pre-conference sessions, we will 
provide a small cities A-Z session 

that was wildly popular this year. 
Lead by a team of highly qualified 
professionals, attendees will be lead 
thru the ins and outs of the typical 
treasurer and finance director office 
duties. 

Be sure that this is just a preview, 
and our schedule will be filled with 
many session offerings. We will likely 
have more sessions that appeal to 
you than you will be able to attend, 
so consider bringing your co-workers 
along as well!

Enjoy this upcoming holiday season 
and we look forward to seeing you in 
Chelan this spring.

Say What?
Teams of four players compete 
against other teams. Each team's 
players hit from the tee box, then the 
team members choose the best of 
the four shots for the next shot. All 
team members then play the second 
shot from that location, and again 
choose the best shot. Play continues 
in this manner until the hole is 
completed. The team then records 
its score and maintains that format 
for all 18 holes. A prime advantage 
of a scramble is it allows players of 
all abilities to contribute to the team's 
success, speeds up play, and creates 
a fun team atmosphere. Proceeds 
benefit the WPTA Scholarship Fund.

When
April 12th  beginning at 11:00AM 

Where
Bear Mountain Golf Course 
overlooking beautiful Lake Chelan.

Why
NETWORK, NETWORK, NETWORK! 
One of the reasons to attend any 
conference is to network with 
industry peers, whether those folks 
are municipal treasurer professionals, 
vendors that provide services to 
municipalities, guest speakers, 
conference organizers, and many 
others. The landscape of Municipal 
Finance is in continuous change, 
and a connection today could be 
the person you rely on tomorrow. 
Come on out, golf, and make new 
connections!

WPTA Conference Four-Man Scramble Golf Tournament

Who
Anyone! Conference attendees, 
vendors, speakers, board members, 
spouses, and guests.

Requirements
None, any skill level welcome, clubs 
can be rented.

Cost
To play 18 holes of golf, cart, and 
lunch…under $50. To network and 
make connections…priceless!

Prizes
Surprise, everyone gets a prize!

By Stephanie McKenzie, Immediate Past President

Conference 
registration 

opens late 
January!
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As you know, the mission of WPTA is to promote the profession of municipal public treasurers in the state of Washington 
through education, mutual support, professional recognition and legislative advocacy. The organization’s annual 
conference provides the opportunity for members to come together to learn, share experiences, strengthen existing 
relationships and develop new ones. The support of our corporate sponsors contributes to the success of the 
conference, thereby assisting the WPTA in fulfilling its mission.

Sponsorship levels for WPTA’s 2017 conference are as follows:

PLATINUM $3,000 GOLD $2,000 SILVER $1,000 BRONZE $500

•Thursday business lunch
•Thursday general session
•Thursday banquet

•Wednesday golf reception
•Wednesday lunch
•Wednesday dinner
•Thursday breakfast
•Thursday dinner reception

•Preconference lunch
•President’s reception
•Walk/Run
•Friday breakfast
•Friday break/raffle

All sponsorship levels are of value and assist the organization in providing a high caliber conference at a price which 
allows for robust participation. Sponsors are acknowledged throughout the conference and highlighted in materials 
provided to attendees, including the conference directory. In addition, sponsors receive a complimentary registration for 
every $1,000 contributed.

To contribute to the 2017 conference, you may contact me at (253) 591-5841 or via e-mail at tsedmak@cityoftacoma.org.

Thank you, again, to our 2016 conference sponsors;
your continued support is appreciated!

 
Platinum Sponsor

Chandler Asset Management
KeyBanc Capital Markets, Inc.

Wells Fargo

Gold Sponsor
FTN Financial Main Street Advisors

Government Portfolio Advisors
Piper Jaffray

Public Financial Management, Inc.
Umpqua Bank

U.S. Bank

Silver Sponsor
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Raymond James
Time Value Investments, Inc.

Washington Federal

Bronze Sponsor
BIAS Software

Cashmere Valley Bank
Foster Pepper PLLC

K&L Gates
MuniServices
Point & Pay

2017 Conference Sponsorships
By Teresa Sedmek, Board Member


